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Foreword

The National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language
(NCPUL), an autonomous organizationunder the Ministry of
Human Resource Development, Department of Secondary
and Higher Education, Government of India, has been set up
to promote, develop and propagate Urdu language. The
Council 1s also responsible for taking appropriate action for
making available in Urdu language, the knowledge of
scientific and technological development as well as
knowledge of ideas, evolved in the modern context. To meet
the above objectives the Council has decided to launch a
Ceruticate Course for learning Urdu through the distance
mode. The learning material has been specially prepared by a
team of experts drawn from different Universities and
Institutions as well as the inhouse experts. The material was
discussed and scrutinised by the committee members
under the supervision of Prof. Gopi Chand Narang. It 1s
hoped that teaching through distance mode will meet the
wide spread demand for the learningof Urdu.

I must express my profound thanks to Prof. Gopi Chand
Narang and all the members of the commuttee for preparing
the text books. I also express my appreciation for Dr. M.J.
Warsi, who plaved an important role in coordinating the
Urdu Correspondence Course Scheme.

I hope that the book will be of use to the students who
wish to learn one of the most beautiful Indian scripts - Urdu.

Dr. M. Hamidullah Bhat
Drrector






Preface

Thisbeginner's Manual for Urdu Script is meant for those
who are conversant with spoken Urdu or Hindi, and want to
learn Urdu script in the shortest possible time. It 1s written1 n
the Distance Education mode and everything is self-
explanatory. The concepts are introduced gradually, and the
characters, words and sentences have been repeated
sufficiently so that they are well engrained in the mind of the
learner. The Manual 1s accompanied by a Work Book where
things are further explained. The learner must proceed lesson
by lesson, and must complete the related exercises in the
Work Book. The Work Book contains sufficient reading and
writing exercises, which, if followed properly, will render the
learning of Urdu script easy and enjoyable.

The Urdu script has been introduced in a graded and
scientific manner. The learner who wants to learn Urdu
alphabet 1n the traditional order 1s welcome to do so. A
complete chart of the Urdu alphabet in the traditional order
i1s also provided. However, the lessons introduce the Urdu
alphabet gradually and systematically. The Urdu letters are of
two types, connectors and non-connectors. The lessons first
introduce the non-connectors which are easy to learn.
Similarly, combinations which are simple and easy, are
introduced in the beginning. The connectors and concepts
which are comparatively difficult have been taken up later.
The learner, if he moves step by step according to the order
of lessons, and follows instructions while completing the
reading and writing exercises in the Work Book, will not feel
any difficulty. Care hasbeen taken to teach the Urdu alphabet
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through names of objects which are illustrated to make the
learning less cumbersome and pleasant.

A short introduction to Urdu script is provided in the
beginning. The learner i1s advised to go through it before
. beginning the book. Of course, the concepts will become
fully clear only after the learner has completed all the lessons
and all the exercises. The script, in fact, 1s introduced in the
first 12 lessons. Thus, those learners who may master one
lesson each week can learn the Urdu script in a period of
three months. However, motivation and learning ability plays
a major role in the learning process. The learner is advised to
practise writing as much as possible, as nothing reinforces
reading more than the writing.

In the Manual new characters and combinations are
shown in red boxes. They are drilled enough so that by the
end of each lesson the learner can easily recognise and read
the new elements. At the end of the lessons a complete chart
of the new characters and combinations 1s again given in red
boxes for reinforcement.

The names of the Urdu letters are given at the top of the
box while the transcription of the sound is given below. Urdu
s rich in duplicators and triplicators, i.e., where some lettets
stand for one sound. A compelete chart of Urdu alphabet
denoting the sounds is also given for reference. Complete
tables of vowel system and diacritics, traditional order of
sequences, as well as the table of different shapes of Urdu
letters and their combinations are also provided. All this will
be of use and will help the process of systematic learning.

The Work Book uses turquoise boxes for exercises
and for filling the responses. To facilitate the learning
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process of writing Urdu characters, the direction and
movement of hand is indicated by small arrows. New words
and sentences are also given in the dotted (broken) format so

that the learner may write over them in pencil, practising
sufficiently to perfect his writing,.

The Urdu text has been adopted from the Urdu Ki
Nai Kitab-1 prepared by me and published by the National
Council for Educational Research and Training, New Delhi,
which is widely used in many school systems in India. I wish
to give my thanks to the Director, NCPUL, Dr. M.
Hamidullah Bhat, and to my fellow Committee Members,
without whose co-operation and help the present project
would not havebeen completed in time.

New Delhi GopiChand Narang
16 November, 2000
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Introduction
Urdu Script

Urdu is an Indo-Aryan language. The script it uses is
derived from Arabic and Persian, but to suit the peculiar
requirements of Indo-Aryan phonology, particularly
aspiration, retroflexion and nasalization,it has been suitably
modified. It is cursive in nature. A characteristic feature of
this script is that short vowels are not usually indicated,

though they can be shown by superscript or subscript
marks when necessary. Another important feature 1s that
among the consonants, 1t has duplicate and triplicate letters
which stand for the same sound. It has been necessary to
retain them because they are distinctive in the Arabic /Persian
loans of Urdu. The Urdu script i1s written from right o left.
The letters are of two types, connectors and non-connectors.
The connectors combine with the following letters in the
word or the syllable, while the non-connectors cannot
combine with the following letters. However, all letters
combine with the preceding connector ones. The writing
style normally used for Urdu hand-writing or printing 1s
called Nastaliq, i.e., beautiful. Since the script is cursive in
nature, most of the letters have three shapes, initial when they
occur in the beginning, medial when they occur in the
middle or finally joined when they occur at the end of a
word. The final unjoined shape is the same as the basic letter.

A complete chart of Urdu Characters with all the four

shapes 1s given at the end of the book for reference.

13
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Vowels

The long vowels in Urdu are indicated by alif (),
alif-mad (7), vao (v), choti ye (¥) and bari yé (). The
superscript mad (~) written over alif(T)denotes long /a/ at
the beginning of a word. However, medially and finally alif (1)
by itself stands for long /a/. Ye () and vao () when occur
initially, stand for semi-vowel /y/, and /v/ respectively, such
as, /yaha/(Utz), /vaha/ (Uis). Vao (), chou ye (J) and ban
yé (<) in other environments denote long vowels , the detail

of which follows:
Vaoand Ye

s (vao) in Urdu serves the purpose of four sounds as

indicated below:
Jbs . » »
vaha jo Ju jau

Initially vao like y& always stands for semi vowel as in
Uls/vaha/. However, in the medial and final positions v a0
stands for three different long vowel sounds, 1.e., / &/, /i or
/au/. The vao for /t/ soundis shown with ulta pésh (;);the
vao for /au/ sound is shown with a preceding zabar (s..2);
whereas the unmarked vao () stands for the sound /8/, as is

shown in the examplesabove.

Similarly, /< (yé€) in Urdu serves the purpose of

foursounds as indicated below:

14
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Jle < e L
yaha méra mira maina
Initially y€ like vao always stands for a semi-vowel, as

in Jlz/yaha/. However, in the medial and final positions y €
stands for three different long vowel sounds, i.e., / &/, /i/,
/ai/. The ye for /1/ sound is shown with a khara zér (/ 2);
the ye for /ai/ sound is shown with a preceding zabar ();
whereas theunmarked y € (1,2) stands for the sound /€/, as is

shown inthe examplesabove.

Short Vowels
The short vowels in Urdu are indicated by superscript

or subscript as indicated below :

-

above a consonant is called 'zabar'. It denotes
afollowing/a/.

below a consonant 1s called 'zer'. It denotes a
following/i/.

above a consonant is called 'pesh'. It denotes
afollowing/u/.

Alif (;) at the beginning of a word or a syllable
denotes that the word or syllable begins with a vowel. The
particular short vowels can be inidcated by use of z er, zabar
or pesh,e.g.,. !, —I, ui.However, short vowel signs are used
only when necessary, the general practice being that the Urdu

readers read their language without short vowel marks.

15
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A complete chart of the vowels is given at the end of

thebook for reference.

Nim-ghinna, do cashmi he and hameza

The following three letters, though traditionally not

listed in the Urdualphabet, are very important to learn:

()

(i)

(111)

nin ghinna (U), 1.e., nin without dot stands
fornasalization of a vowel; however,
medially nasalization is indicated with full nin

(¢), i.e., with the dot above, such as in
Jjaw/ Uie, /ay/ <.

d6 cashmi hé (2) 1s a distinctive feature of
Urdu and represents aspiration, such as 1n

/ghora/ 15+, /thora/ 125 |

hamza (;) 1s a gloutal stop in Arabic, but in
Urdu, generally, it is an orthographical mark
used as a superscript denotingthe occurrence
of twovowels in a word. Except for the
vocalics with which it occurs, 1t has no

phonetic value in Urdu.

Duplicators etc.

The following groups of letters stand for the same

sound in Urdu:

0

té (=) and tSe (+) both represent /1/.

(1) se (&), sin (V) and swad ( ”) all represent /s/.

16
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(1) chou heé (o) and ban hé () both represent /h/.
(iv) zal (5), zé (J), zwad (%) and zoe (&) all represent
/z/.

The consonant ain ({), which in Arabic 1s a -
elottal fricattve, in Urdu generally 1s pronounced as a vowel
combined with other vowels in the word. It normally merges
with the soundof avowel character or vowel marker, such as:

(@) Inmally : aurat(=.#), 1zzat (= #)

(b) Medially : malum (-#*), bad (&), shola (4

(¢) TFmnally  : jama (), mauza (£ ~¥)

He () stands tor /h/, but in many cases in the final
position 1t 1s pronounced softly and denotes a short vowel,
e.g.,
na (<), pata(z.), balke(-&)

But where a final /h/ i1s to be pronounced, 1t 1s
shownwithahook,e.g.,
kah (=), sah (). bah ()

Sty a0 {0

Vio (+) following kh (C) occurs only in a few Persian

and Arabic loan words where vio (+) is not pronounced. It 1s

marked with asubscript below the v ao, thus:

17
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khush Js
khud 57
khurshd P
khab —l7

Particular Conventions

v

(W)

(iii)

()

Initially chou heé () + alif () is written with a
doublehook, e.g.,

hathi
kaf () or gaf () + alif (1) are written with
asmallloop, e.g.,

kal J¥

gal J¢
kaf () or gaf (/) before lam (J) are also
writtensimilarly, e.g.,

o

gul f

In the environment /i/+ semi-vowel /y/+
vowel, hamza (/) is not written and instead
two dots of medial /y/ are indicated:

cahi+ye <l

d:ii+y€ é;
hamza (+) is also not indicated in the
environment, /u/ + /3/,e.g.,

hua ix

chua £

18
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Numerals
1 2 3 4 5 6
| r r ~ o 3

19






Urdu Alphabet and System of
Transcription

The traditional order of the Urdu Alphabet
comprising 36 letters isthe following;

Name Urdu Character  Transorption
alif ‘ a’/a

be - b

pe - P

te = t

e = l

w
(g2}
C
w

jim & j
cé & C
ban he L h
khe C kh
dal » d
dal ; d
zal z
re 4 r
re J [
ze J z

21
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zhe b zh

sin J S

shin J sh

swad S s

zwad 4 z

toe b t

z0e 5 z

ain & see Intro

ghain 2 gh

fe - f

qaf J q

kaf < k

gaf S g

lam J ]

mim o m

nun o n see below
vao s v see below
chou he > h see below
chou y& S y/1 see below
ban ye < y/€,a1  seebelow
Alif mad

The superscript mad (~) written over alif (7) denotes

- 22
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long /a/ at the beginning of a word. However, medially and
finally alif () by 1tself stands for long /a/.

Nim-ghunna, do cashmt hé and hamza

The following three letters, though not listed in the

Urdualphabet, are very import ant to learn:

®

(1)

(iid)

Vao and ve

nun ghunna (U) 1.e., nun without dot stands
for nasalization. of vowel, however medially
nasalization 1s indicated with full nun (v),
i.e., with dot above, such as, /jau/ Uslk, /at/
<Al

do cashmi heé (») is a distinctive feature of
Urdu and represents aspiration, such as
/ghora/ G | /thord/ 155 .

hamza (;) 1s a glottal stop in Arabic, but 1n
Urdu generally it 1s an orthographical mark
used as a superscript denoting the occurrence
of twovowels in a word. Except for the
vocalics with which it occurs, it has no

phonetic value in Urdu.

Vao (s), choti ye () and ban yé (<) stand for semi-

vowel /v/ and /y/ only iniually (in a word or asyllable), in all

other environments they denote long vowels . For details see

Introductionto Urduscript.






Sequences of Urdu Letters

The Urdu characters can be easily grouped into a few
sequences where the basic shape more or less is the same, and
the distinction lies in placing the dot/s above or below the
letter.

The following sequences will be of help in
memorising the Urdu letters in the traditional order:

alif

sé té e pe be

& o C &

khe banhe ce jnm

3 J J ; 3 ) )
zhé 78 e ré zal dal dal
b ° £ -

zwad swad shin sin

k b

zoe toe

& &

ghan  ain

J ]

qaf fe

S

gaf kaf

25
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2 Vi s J
vio nin mim lam
“ S »
banye chotiye chotihe

26



Lesson |

< Urdulanguage is written fromright to left.

+ In each lesson new letters will be shown in red boxes.
Read them carefully. The names of the letters are given at
the top of the box, while transcription of the sound is
given below.

< Read the letters aloud five times before you proceed

further:
chotiye vao dal mim  alif mad alif

prm iy PR JO— oy

maEE e Erd
S s
m

1
1
o [N —
1 v d

n
»

27



o
...

o
do am

28

Readthe followingaloud five times from right to left:



You have read the words already. Now
you can read the following text. Read
the text twice or thrice till you can read
it fluently.

29
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Y4

2 ( | 130

2 r T 2 215
9) r T

9 (Sl

< Vocabulary:

am ~ mango
dada - grandfather
dadi - grandmother
do - wo

do (frominf.dena) - (please)give




Lesson 2

% Youalready know that the Urdu letters being introduced
are shown in red boxes. The names of the letters are
given at the top, while thetranscription of the sounds

isgiven below.

* Read the letters aloud five times before you proceed

further:

bart y;

o

3

31

@

sin

J
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% Readthefollowingaloudfive times fromright toleft:

ras das
J13 s
dar dam
<) 1
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< You have read the words already. Now you can read the
following text. Read the text twice or thrice till you can
read it fluently:

2) "T
3 (’T sy
o s U
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) (b 313

) (b Sl

) pay ( Iy 51

» e b S

ISP rT YUIDYRYS,

< Vocabulary:

das ~ten

ras - juice

ras-dar —juicy

dam - money, price
de (from inf. déna) -~ give

34



% Letters such as ! (alif), * (dal), 7 (vao), and - (ré), which
you have already read are non-connectors, 1.e., they do
not combine with the following letter inaword. Similaris
the case with © (dal); however the letter ' (1am) is a
connector. In this lesson you will learn how ./ combines
withthefollowingletters.

<+ Read the following letters and words aloud twice before
you proceedfurther:

Lo
dol
lam vao dal
, , ‘ ReE
J s 5
] o d

35



Read the following aloud and
note how J combines with
otherletters:

Y

36



goJss Ju
y U

)5 )

g Jos s Lb




Let's Learn Urdu

g Jis du
U J}f o S
g Jos Ju Ju

le =bariye + hm « lam

C C C
Sv

I I

2
93

< Note the following letters and combinations once again
andread themaloud:

lam dal
L0
le i 16 la 1 d

38
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¢ Vocabulary:

dol ~bucket

la (from inf. lana) —fetch, bring
lal - red

lo (from inf. lena) ~take

) o
0.0 .0 0.0

39



iesson 4

< Read aloud the following letters and note how they
combinein words:
be+alif te pe be
t 't A p a b

40
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< Readthefollowing words carefully,andnotehow . (be)
- (pe), = (te) combine with the following alif:

1 £ I i . é
B o }
s
& ¢
ap ab
& { ;‘
Gy ﬁ,{ 5 i e 5
X i fy “ 5 a
Spmps” Uit ™
&
rat bat
< Readout and note the combinations:
~ ~
Y ! !
' — '
o [ J
[ 4
rat ap ab

alif + t t

o

41
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ue

g ot
Jgue 7oLk
T A VT S

P Y
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¢ Read out the text two or three times till you can read it
fluently:

——.
o
o

YU
E

] o
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% The combinations you have read are shown below in
boxes. Note themand read out twice:

v o (— - R v “— -
\) \’ \)
¢ L s
<+ Vocabulary:
ab ~water
ap -you {polite)
rat ~night
bat -talk
tala ~lock
baba - old man
pat - leaf

44



ud the following letters, . (nun) and g (kaf),
and note how they combine with the following letters:

nun+b.yé  nun+cyé nun+alif  nun
e d LY
ne ni na n
kaf

g
o
5~
=~

N
-

45
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< Read out the following words carefully and note the
initial and final shapes of ¢/ (nu n)and_ ¢ (kaf):

Op Oy’

nan pan

~ ’
" (14
b W LT

nak dak

< Notethecombinationsandread them aloudthree times:

ka alif+ kaf

U K K i+ §
vio+  kaf

UJr / J( s+ <«
cye + Kaf

JKJJU’ gy

ke b.ye+ kaf

6L L o 7 e

S N

46



O/

*» Readthe text aloud twice or
thrice till you can read it
fluently:

) *

99 & SU

U4 omn
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% Mark the different shapes of nan:

JELE L e

[}U &L’ & Sy

L.Td_.ké_.d_*“ J o




3)

49
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L)
0‘0

aloud:

T
i - 1
¢ H
I« |
i i
H |
i {
i

N R

Ce

“* Vocabulary:
pan
nan
dak
nak

kala

Note the combinations you have learnt and read them

betel leaf

nan bread

mal

nose
black

- blank, untouched

~aunt

~ maternal grandfather
- tocome

- toreceive

~ queen (termof respect

forwoman)
~ water
ole o

50



Lesson 6

& This lesson introduces & (jim), & (ce) and J (gaf).
Read them carefully and note how they combine with the
following letters:

gaf +alif gaf ce jim
‘. J;lpa:;.f;t &t T
| l 'Y i } | | H | i

ga RN c j
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< Read and practise the following before you proceed
further:

,  d
X &
nac aj
/l’ !:5’ po
wf k;’? s’ ’
Jag ag

% Readthefollowingaloud:

]
7

Uof

UF’J’

<+ Note how jim and c€ combine with the following letter:
L 1+ 2« &
s

j

L

= =l =\

ool c

52
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d:f "
&L
Ll
2t QO

53
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¢ Note that o/ (gaf) combines with the following letters
justas S (kaf) whichyou havealready read:

( <« J
< J

S

RN
e

% Read out the following text twice or thrice till you can
read it fluently: o
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< Go through the new combinations you have learnt

carefully once more:

b e —
i L 4 i

s £ o« &

% j

A
-
X
-

S

< Vocabulary:

aj -today

nac - dance

ag - fire

jag -wake-up

ga ~future marker

ga (frominf.gana) -sing

55



< Notethe new combinations and see how the letters «. /(¢

(ve) and . (re) combine initially andfinally:

ye +alif kaf+re  sin+ye re ze

R )
S TR I R T P

1
L= i L o]
ya kar st r z

< Readthe following words twice or thrice so that you can
read them fluently. Note the small superscript abover e in
the first word. This is called ‘jazm’ which denotes that
there is no vowel after ré, thus dar-zi, not dara-z1 :

od L -
L J)
aya darzi

56
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w5 e

=

¢+ Note that the letters +, %, 3, s, 7  J, » are all
non-connectors (like alif), 1.e., they do not combine with
the followingletter. Read them carefully three times:

y;

b . S
/) 42 4 /-

dar dar zar ze
32 373 =
zard dard jazm
Sss S J23
vardi zardi darzi

>

< Notehow re combines with a preceding kaf. re is a non-
connector. Mark that re and all non- connectors, though
they do not combine with the following letter, they do
combine with the preceding connector letters:

o
/ J S« J
kap wa.;&tr kaf
“ */j eIt _._./ - S| g

57
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¥ Readthefollowing combinations of sin :
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“Now you can read the following text. Read it twice or
thricetill youcanreadit fluently:

Wy

w S ey
W/l § e Lou
w o S S
P 4..*/,'/ = G
WS S

\»
\»
G-
3 L o
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% The following chart shows the new letters and
combinations covered in the lesson. Go through them

carefully:
e Tt .
Liy O & » b~ « U
ya initial y¢  sé s1 $O sa tnitial sin
% Vocabulary:
sina - tosstitch
lana -tobring
ana - 10 come
darzi -tailor
kapre - clothes
zar -gold, wealth
dar ~ door
dar - fear
dard - pain
zard ~yellow
zardi ~yellowness
vardi —dress, uniform
gana ~to sing, n.song



*,
.‘0

This lesson introduces do-cashmi he o (he with two
eyes) which is the mark of aspiration in Urdu.

Compare simple o (kaf) of kani withkha # of khana.
Readthefollowing carefully:

e e ey

1 - a : {
{ ; ; : ! |
. T ?n(‘ xé/J

L L o ae e U

h gha kha

Note the superscript ~~ on the following letters. This is
called /zabar/, and it denotes the short vowel /a/, thus
/alif zabar be/ ab, /gh zabar re/ ghar, /ce zabar lam/
cal. Similarly, note the subscript zer -+ and the superscript
pesh *- in the following words. They represent short /v/
and short /u/ respectively, thus /alif zer sin/ is, and /alif
pesh sin/ us. It is necessary to understand these short
vowel markers, though generally in writing and printing
they are not used, since for the speakers of Urdu they are
fairly predictable.

61
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<+ Compare and contrast zér, zabar, péesh in the following
simple words, and read them aloud twice:

B

'

% , - 7T
— J e

sab sab rab ab a
FSJrou v o
mul mul n 1S 1
y4
oo Ul Ul e
sun sun un us u
khana alif +kha kha
Ve
ghar re zabar gha gha
Z
N~ =
J é/{

rah he zabar re re
{

07 8 T

63
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< Now you can read the following text without difficulty.
Readitaloudthricetillyoucan readit ﬂu/ently:

kA

i
M
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< Note the short vowel markers again in the following text
while reading it aloud:

65
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% Here is the chart of new elements you have learnt in this
lesson. Readand understand them caretully:
choti he  gha kha pésh zer  zabar

[ H i ! v

] i i{ i i A/% . j ; NS
, . : { ; ,‘ Pt o

P8 ' | : ‘ ~ ; : :

! ' : | ; -' : i :

h gh kh u 1 a

“+ Vocabulary:

ab -now
ghar - house
calna -t0 go
sab -all
milna - to meet
1S —this

us - that
cup - quiet

rah (frominf.rahna) -stay,be
kar (frominf.karna) -do

sunna —to hear, listen
khana -n. food, v. to eat
rab - God

dil - heart

kam -work

sona - tosleep

jana -t0go
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L)

¢ This lesson introduces some aspirated sounds and special
characters. Note the peculiar shape of » (chott he) when
it occurs initially. Also note that the letter 2 (vao), when
occurs with the superscript ul@a’péesh, e.g., * it represents
u . The orthographical mark /hamza/ is also being
introduced for the first time in this lesson. Hamza 1s a
glottal stop in Arabic, but in Urdu it denotes the occuring
of two vowel sounds in the middle of the word, e.g., &
/bhai /, 3 w2 /chai /. Readthefollowing carefully:

jha tha pha bha

£ % e
N e g -
hamza 1 shin cha
; oo . ; g ’:.' g ’ A

P N J Lz
t sh ch

67



% Readthe following text twice or thrice till you can read it
fluently. It uses zér, zabar, pesh, jazm as well as the u
marker - (ulta pe sh).

5 .o p
/? h—//
badli rut 16

68
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iya  jara bhagi garmi  ai  barish

by J‘;J" ,‘3/

mo ta un thal jal rim-jhim
Note the following combinations carefully and readthem

aloud. After the first reading you may cover the Roman
transcription and try to read Urdu without any help:

M )‘1'(——5:-/

bad dal + be
b b
L ’ v & u.).’-/
1a ahf + te

a_,y*dy‘ by s #

IT\O(C I'nOU mo La mo vao +mim

CLRT) U U R

nun bhu n un nun + u
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)’Zﬁ’f}e—o

ho vao + he

QRN
AN
| QRN
! .zg\‘)
G
—X
“
N
T
—X

par bar sar  joinedre sin

< Now you can read the following text on your own
without any help. Read it twice or thrice till you can read

it fluently:
) Ve
i = Py

YT

o

W oL L L

I e R

70
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37 G AT G
g Vv VU

<+ Here is a complete chart of the new characters and
shapes you have learnt in this lesson. Go through these
carefully and remember them:

I ; ], i i |

‘: x Loz ! ]
£ £ £ A r e
L. || L °
- /1 = J = ,’ - 2
i '/ ; ; i i &
| ! ‘ | LA | s ;
S I N NN R I v
SR | A— NS | e e :
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< Vocabulary:

rut | - season

badalna - to change

barish - rain

garmi ~heat, summer

bhagna - to run, to disappear

jara -winter

nm-jhim - representsthe
sound of rain
drops

jal -water

thal - ground

jal-thal - to be inundated

mota -heavy, fat

un ~wool

bhunna ~to roast

hona ~to be

chana ~tocover

bhai ~brother

par -on,at

savan — name of a month

kala -black

badal -cloud

barasna - to rain

shor - noise

sardi - winter
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% The following lesson introduces five consonants and
some other features. Note how » (do cashmi he) is
combined with the letter . (te) to make aspirated
2 /tha/. Also note that the nasalization of vowel finally
is shown with _' (nun ghunna)e.g., _\*/(amma). The
medial occurrence of ¢ (vao) and o (ye) 1s also shown
below. It must be noted and practised how 7 (ye)
combines withfollowingletters, suchasin » . /zaid/:

bari he @
2 A
hamid h qudrat q
zad ai éi aur  au
nun-ghunna Lha
i o A
- e baich th -

74

Vd

| 4z
khuda

3y

varis

khe
X2
kh



B

* Readaloudthefollowingsentencestwice orthricetill you

canread them fluently:
g ¢ b _¢
o &=l Ly (L
hu+1 rat diba siiraj

Note the doubling of the consonant * (mim) in
/amma/. The doubling of a consonant is shown with "+
(tashdid) which is a mark of gemination in Urdu. Also

~
o
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note the medial shapes of < (ye) in words like U~ /mat/,
J< /suné/ etc:

Ep U U ey
munna abba amma a2 mm m ma

i

o ) — /
Y2 ST S I i

baith zaid mai a al al m

3 J/u.’."f

daré  karé buné

E‘I zc\.\:

Joos e

€ sun

o

®* You have already learnt that the occurrence of two

vowels inaword usually is shown with « (hamza). Hamza
in Urdu is placed over the letter or above as shown in the

following examples. Mark and read them carefully:

t€ e 2T b o « o

ga e kha e a e ja+e e +  Ja
7/ 7/ 7/

SO ST L v e
ga ¢ khae a e ja+e e ¢ ja e
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< Note and read carefully the combinations of _! (am)and
» (he) givenbelow:

ufécétﬁdéfufe—d_f

kle mni nikla nikal kal+m
AE 1«
ham  h hh " h
kahani n kaha a hk
U e
tamasha sha Mtama

¢ Now you can read the following text easily. Read it two
orthreetimestill you can go through it fluently:

L‘Mb (.
e

%"

dr’é <y,
é: < /?UVT
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/_.f/ U Sl STIA"

L;'( = &l

7z
~

U 8 Py oY
LUesuy £ J7
Zu.f/ dlf‘V( & JUl (}L’ i
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% Here is a complete chart of the new letters,
combinations and special signs which you have learnt in
this lesson. Go over them once again and remember

them:

qaf z0e khe b. he e
v £ 0 L =

9 z kh h s
tashdid nun-ghunna

tha

v . L é | .
sign of ai au _ h

gemination

¢ Vocabulary:

sura) - sun

dubna -togoddwn

rat - night

qudrat - power, nature

varis — here name of a person,
lit. heir

nazarana - to see, nazar = sight

tamasha — spectacle

rasta _ ~-way

kahani - story

khuda - God
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gae - cow

bhai ~brother

amma - mother

abba —father

munna —child

nikalna ~to come out

bunna —~to knit

darma - to be afraid

nani — maternal grandmother
o2 o o2
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Lesson 1l

This lesson isabout the village fair. Among other letters it
introduces 3 (zal) and ” (zwad) whose sound 1s the
same as ~ (ze) which you have already covered. Similarly
the sound of % (toe) is same as = (te). The reason for
such duplicators and triplicators in Urdu script is that at
the dictionary level there are many words derived from
different cultural sources which are distinguished by these
characters. 7 (zhe) occurs only in a few Persian words
and is a rare sound; nonetheless the student must learn it.
Similarly ¢ (silent vao) which 1s shown with the line
below also occurs in a few Persian words. Read the

following aloud and note carefully the new letters and
combinations:
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ghain
bagh gh aurat
toe
LA b /
tarah t zamir
dha
J#5 o3
dhol dh
vao
& 4
J 2 SR
khush  silent vao

ain

C |
vowel-hke

(au)
zwad

J

zal

Ly 5
zara z
swad

o//.,L-og J

sabira s
fe
|
saf o
zhe
PN
azhdaha zh |

¢ The following examples illustrate the initial occurrence of

C (ain), ” (swad) and & (toe). Readthem carefully:

o e
- /¥ = fl
aurat rat au

o //./L.p -t Lo f j -~ |

sabira saf a+ s
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re toe

. 1 . o1
Sp S S b
taraf f t;:a r t

()
”0

You have already learnt in the last lesson that the medial
ye is written with two dots below, such as o, U5 This
stands for the sound / &/. ye also denotes the sound /ai/
which is distinguished by a preceding zabar mark such as

. /mai /. Note below that medial ye also denotes a
thxrd sound which is /1/, such as uw/bhal /, Jw /cha
1/, gi /a1 /. But when this sound occurs medxally, to
distinguish it from /e/ and /ai/, ashort bar, kha ra zeris
placed below the two dots of y € as in the examples given
below. Read and note them carefully:

£y U‘,':(J,"u"u}';(——u’u

nch din un bin n 1 1 b
“
£ oA b
| § [ [}
zamir ciz pila nila

83



Let's Learn Urdu

< Note also the following combinations and read them

carefully:

rahe rahu rahi
bam bac baj

-~

—

ai

84
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L/

< Now read the following text and enjoy the village fair:

J}i)’//&j‘)f ;ci-c;.éﬂ,{‘@f

mard burhe  pacee

Soslo e Tl TP

aurate

S 3T
sty e LT
up‘/ r'/ /3!

- -t T

4_*/,:( o
kapre )

Y4

(4

v &b K4 JUs



S Uil LG e
-ué C.J)’J; 5 - LJ@
‘JUCL-:& U”LJJW/’)I/’)
D{-Uji-ﬂéz,;-é—”; & 1 sl

y

éwdnhmu ¢.J’L5 s
S LGRS E e W
ﬁ-uicﬁivgdziu(c}c}
-é«)‘d"z" =k
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% Here is a complete chart of the letters and combinations
you have learnt in this lesson. Do not forget that with
khara-zer you will read ¢1f as (bin) and without it you
will read it as /bén/. Read the following carefully:

medial

ye vao dha fé ghain ain e zwad swad zhe zal

P B

e S L L eSS s
~ silent dh f gh ¢t z s zh z
J vao g J J
U: ?’;:ﬁ/’f(ﬁjjt"‘;
bin ‘a tar zam  sa
% Vocabulary:
sair -walk
aurat - woman
bagh - garden
saf ~clean
azhdaha ~ dragon
khush ~happy
bin —amusical instrument
zamir - name of a person,
lit. conscience
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din

nila
pi_li
mela

zara
dho 1

sabira

taraf
rich

ciz
bajna
bacna
bu rha
mard
pahanna
bandar
hara
jhula
tota
sapera
halva i
bikna
cahal-pahal

88

~religion
- blue
~yellow
- fair

- little bit

—drum

- here name of agirl,
lit. patient, forbearing

- side

- bear
~thing

— to sound
- to be saved
- old man
- man

—to wear
-monkey
- green
—-swing

~ parrot

—snake charmer

—-sweet-seller
- to be sold

- rejoicing



Lesson 12

< In this lesson you will read something about Delhi, the
capital of India. It mainly concentrates on combinations
of ¢, ¢ and 5. Read the following carefully, noting the
combinations and special signs:

&Lw) o ijl/:'

dhani ra) haman
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E Jﬂ —r 'r/
tegh baghal gharib

<% Note that the sounds of the short vowels get
affected in the environment of /h/. These allophonic
changes vary from region to region and between Urdu
and Hindi. Note them carefully in the words below:

~ v » U

R S IV
shahr  shahr r h sh

< Note the shapes of {, occuring initially, medially, finally
joined and unjoined in the examples given below. Some
of these you have learnt already, and the rest are easy to

follow:
e L% uos 5L
adi azra az z a
bad Mbad da b
5 & T s
jama shama
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Ly L o« tLieJ

vida shuja a J sh
<+ The shapes of C follow the same pattern. Read them
carefully:
o Oy C ! «— O —
dimagh  dagh  bagh gh a b

N S SR S S
ghar gharib ghaur r gbau au gh
- P Il
maghrib maghrar baghal baghal 1 gh b
S & le =
tegh wgh gh & 1

< Here are some more examples of the use of s (hamza).

y ¢ ¢ .

-

gal ga+i 1 + g
Z Z A j
gae gat+e € + g

91
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< Now enjoy the following text about Delhi, which is easy
toread.

- g

e Qs Sola b

o 1% e B

e b Fom e o
S-JRS N I AP

shama azra
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2 Here is a chart of the new letters and combinations you
have covered in this lesson. Read them carefully and

rememberthem:
VAT |
& 6 b = e
gae gai 1 yeh dh
final medial
d d

¢ Vocabulary:

shahr ~city

bad - after

shama - candle light, here name
of agirl

shuja - brave, here name of
aboy

tegh -sword

gh arib ~ poor

baghal ~ side

vida —departure

dimagh ~brain

bagh -garden

maghrur —arrogant

mag_}_\ nb - west

94



Let's Learn Urdu

kaghaz
cirya ghar
mor
hiran
khub
hathi
ghaur
ghar

jama

95

~ paper

- Z0O

- peacock
— deer
~well, nice
- elephant
~think

- cave

-together, plus



L.esson 13

¥ear students, you have already learnt all the letters of
"Urdu alphabet and most of the combinations. The
present lesson is about the festival of Td which is an
occasion of great rejoicing. Read the following carefully
and see that you already know the letters and
combinations. First read the key words:

Jjg/‘i A5

T

mubarak Id
WS o ey LU B
namaz = idi Td-giih savere sub-h munni munna

96
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% Now you can enjoy reading the text. You may read it
aloud twice or thrice till you get into the rhyt hm of the

language:




ﬂ

ﬂ

98
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l.:'f df d;b I3y

by Sar f UF o
o G S
1
e S &S I
i
Lo Sard o U &
j
s
e
¥
% Vocabulary:
Id —aMuslim festival
mubarak - congratulations
sub-hsavere ~early morning
id-gah - place for I dworship
1ds - gift of small amount
givento childrenon 1d
namaz -Muslim prayer
nahana - to take bath
shukr ~thanks
gale milna —to embrace
maina -mynah
tota — parrot



L
- bl o€ 4 < ’p
>y (/ T L»/l
: af

huru

Urdu

- %“;Jc)!-éf_

tartib
100
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D 0 MR W T T
e N oy U
) DTN NN D
RS A T
1)

101

( ij"u ‘}’)
unna
cashmi he

(od:./';)))

gh

nun
do
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- (>

102

(T

alif-mad
|-
a

P

£l \eae O

A

au

pesh

vao
- (simple)

. vaowith

' ulta pesh

' vaowith
' preceding

zabar
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oo S ke e

‘ e
| simple)
mela e
[ -
T g 4 ~ yewith
@f 4/ ‘.j': Q:S' &; g ! khara zer
1
nila 1
K3 A > & . preceding
> = f | zabar
sair a1
W : ’o :. i ,. 3,
sign of doubling tashdid sign for Jazm
of consonant no followin
short vowe
N Sl Bl : Y
{ i S ’ . .
2 | ? ’J LY /U (E)
silentvao khamo shvao signfor nunghunna
nasalization
of vowel

fauran occursabove alif only tanvin
in Arabic wordsfor/an/

__\\
&
Ry

103
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L{’ & VT e -

40

accha  se jaha sare

% You might have heard this tarana many times. This was
written by the famous poet Igbal. We close the script
book with lines from this popular Urdu song. Read the
text carefully and mark new wordsandtheir meanings:

U bkt W1 e Ul sl

hamara  hindo sta’ accha se jaha sare

o 7
£ UL At uek

bair pasba hamsaya gul-sita

b «?

104
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L Jbasr B « Uz ik

La Ub'j;:f L{Lﬂ

s 7

126



Chartof Urdu Characters and
Their Different Shapes

Name Letter Initial Medial Finaljoined Finalunjoined Transcryption

alif et ot te Iyl a/a
be - - =T b
T P
té V] & =t =t t
1€ < Jeoe s <l t
sé e =t A =5 s S
im ¢ Jb & & o j
cé & kb & & &t c
barihe 0 b g Z‘f LE h
khe & 46 S C L kh
dal PSSV A 203 d
dal 5o s i 5 d
zl oL Lk i 5l z
re sl S S "' r
e 5w o z g r
ZE J AJ 7 7 it ya
zhe A BT &< 7w 13 zh
sin J lur p(( ' ) s
shin J o 2 5 o sh

107



swid o e 2 s
wid S Sar 5 u‘f SP
tGe P oY Jx b/
z6e b 46 3 56
ain L =F W b} Ly
oo g e il
qaf S ouB J‘; b
kaf J o L St
gaf J ¥ £ £ S
lam  J Jv ow Je
mim s ATV ’/..; b
nun ¢ ot b oS L
vio s dh S S 9
chotihe » tx & S Y
chotiye ¥ s du b
banye « i Iz LT =¥
f Partofaword.
fote and other sounds as explained in notes.

Workbook : Let's Learn Urdu

z
t
z
vowel-like
gh
f

q
k
g
]
m

n

V/O i Ye

Note : Final unjoined shape is the same as the basic letter.
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Chart of Urdu Vowels

Name sign hutial Medial Final Transtription
1. alif T Al ¢ 31 a
3. zér N ( S e i
4. pésh i K w u
5. vao s ! o 2 o
6. vao ) OEL U » u
7. vao 90 ol ..J? » au
8. ye S et e G i
9. ye e Al s ¢ e
10. ye PR L o & a1

Note: vaé and yé initially (in a word or a syllable)
serve as semi-vowel /v/ and /yé/ respectively, e.g.,

/vaha/ Uls, /yaha/ Ul .
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Punctuation Marks and Diacritics

For special orthographical marks see lesson 14.

Most of the other punctuation marks are the same as
in English.

denotes full stop

denotescomma

question mark

stands for Isvi, 1.e., year of the Christian calendar.
stands for Hyjri, 1.e., year of the Muslim calendar.

Abbreviation of an Arabic phrase used for respect
with the name of Prophet Mohammad.

Abbreviation of an Arabic phrase used for respect

with the names of prophets.

Abbreviation of an Arabic phrase used for respect

with the names of companions of the Prophet.

Abbreviation of an Arabic phrase used for respect

with the names of deceased saints and holy persons.

stands for pseudonyms of poets.

111



Let's Learn Urdu
Beginner's Manual for Urdu Script
by Gopi Chanrd Narang

- Work Book: Let's Learn Urdu

by Gopi Chunrd Nurang

Introductory Grammoar of Urdu

- Work Book: Introductory Grammar of Urdu

‘ ~ I gve ART
. weaE qfeaet - 3¢ @4 fod - il wee AwT
mrﬁ:aia'ém

oy e

" West Block-1, Wing-6, R.K. Puram, New Deihi-110066







