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Mr Ansari was one of the most interesting pupils |
have had the privilege of teaching at Oxford. His forte is
abstract thinking and | feel sure we shall hear more about
him in the future in the rather rarefied field of philosophical
literary theory. Some of his essays in this kind were
extremely promising. | remember in particular a brilliant
ideological analysis of T.S.Eliot's, Four Quartets and a

similar discussion of Blake's symbolic mythology.

F.W.Bateson

University of Oxford, 1958
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"One of our late great poets is sunk in his reputation,

becuase he which come in his way: But swept like a

dragnet, great and small. There was plenty enough,

but the dishes were ill-sorted, whole pyramids of

sweet meats for boys and women, but little of solid
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tinsel, there would be a mighty level in the felicity
and enjoy-ments of mortal men."
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When the great poet is also a great classic poet,he
exhauts not a form only but the language of his time,
and the language of his time as used by him, will be
the language in its perfection. So that it is not the
poet alone of whom we have to take account, but
the language in which he writes. it is not merely that
a classic poet exhaustible the language, but that an
language is the kind which may produce a classic
poet."
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August 18,1965

Office of the Principal
A.A Ansari

7 Zainul Abedin Road
Muslim University, Aligarh.
Dear Mr, Ansari

Thank you very much for your book on Blake, which | have
been reading with great interest. It seems to me a comprehensive and
very central study of Blake's myth. Such things as Blake's conception
of imagination, the attack on Locke, the realization that Locke,
Newton, and Bacon are " Sates “ rather than individuals, the fact that
Blake is both revolting against and attached to his own time,are ali
essential to the understanding of Blake and all of them are dealt with
here with great lucidity. | like the chapter on Wordsworth and
Coleridge, which deals very well with the tricky problem of cultural
analogy where there is no question of direct influence. You show a
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very unusual grasp of the three long poems, which most
commentators on Blake skip over or avoid. Your book is a genuine
contribution to the scholarship not merely of Blake but of the whole
Romantic period.
With best wishes and renewed thanks,
Yours sincererely,
Northrop Frye
Principal
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